C-reactive protein.
C-reactive protein (CRP) is a protein whose concentration in serum is increased in response to inflammatory stimuli. Increased levels serve to identify organic disease, monitor disease activity and assist differential diagnosis. High values are observed early in bacterial infections, active rheumatoid disease, Crohn's disease, acute myocardial infarction and after major trauma. In patients with ischaemic chest pain, a raised CRP value on hospital admission is associated with an adverse prognosis. In apparently healthy individuals, a raised CRP value indicates an increased risk of developing atherosclerotic vascular disease, but also increased benefit from aspirin prophylaxis and treatment of hyperlipidaemia.